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all the insurgent villages to the ground; and they expected
that the people left behind, or the men at the very leasfe
would be ruthlessly slaughtered. But by all reports, of the
most reliable nature, the Reds did not touch any of the
peaceable inhabitants, and seemingly had no intention of
exacting vengeance for the revolt.                                    jC
In the early days of October the main forces of the Dm
Army, consisting of the two corps concentrated on the
Kazanska-Pavlovsk sector, passed once more to the offensive.
The third Don corps, numbering 8,000 bayonets and more
than 6,000 sabres, forced the river not far from Pavlovsk,
threw back the Red 56th division, and began a successful
advance eastward. The second, Konovalov corps also
crossed the Don soon after. The predominance of cavalry in
this corps enabled it to make a deep penetration into the
enemy positions and to strike a number of crushing blows.
The Red 2ist infantry division, held as a front line reserve,
was thrown in and held up the advance of the third Doj*
corps for a time ; but under the pressure of the united co*
sack corps it had to fall back. On October I4th, in a des-
perate battle the second cossack corps smashed and almost
wiped out the Red i4th infantry division. Within a week
the left bank of the Don was cleared of the Reds as far as
Vieshenska. Over a broad sector the cossack corps pushed
the forces of the Ninth Red Army back to a line running from
Luzevo to Shirinkin and Vorobiovka, compelling the 23rd
division of the Ninth Army hurriedly to realign its front in a
westerly direction from Vieshenska to the village of Krug-
lovsk.
Almost simultaneously with this movement of the &f$
corps the first Don corps, positioned in the district of
Kletskaya, also forced a crossing of the Don.
The 22nd and 23rd divisions on the Red left flank were now
in danger of being surrounded. Realising the situation, the
command of the South-Eastern front ordered the Ninth
Army to retreat to a line running from the mouth of the
river Ikoretz to Buturlinovka, Uspenska, Tishanska, and
Kumilzhinska. But the Red armies were unable to hold
this line. The innumerable cossack companies whid?
had been mustered under the general mobilization order
crossed from the right bank and, joining forces with the
regular army detachments of the second cossack